&4‘&-51 979 %M

GreenMeadow News
May 2022 Edition

Oy g ——




The new season is now well underway, and golfers old and young are enjoying the course as it
flourishes in to the summer.

But what do you know about the history of the course? Neil Pardoe our immediate past captain
has asked me to share this insightful article with you all, written by Mr John Pinner back in the
early 80's.

Back in the early fifties when the new town of Cwmbran was being planned, Golf — at least to
most ordinary people’s thinking, was still a rich mans Game.

Therefore, nobody was alarmed when the planners of the town failed to include a golf course
in the list of recreational amenities which were to be provided for future inhabitants. Why waste
money on a game played only by a select few?g and anyway, golf clubs at neighbouring
Pontnewydd, Newport and Pontypool were crying out for new members.

Amazingly, few people anticipated the golf boom. But with increased leisure time, the
emergence of Tony Jacklin and television coverage, golf quickly became the game of
everyone wanted to play. Clubs became full, waiting lists were created. Everywhere, a
backlog of frustrated would-be players was also being created.

Cwmbran was no exception, alas with all suitable land used up, there was no hope of a golf
course being built.

But just over two years ago, local farmer Tom Richardson, and his son Peter decided they had
land surplus to requirements. The seed was first sown when, over a drink with some friends, it
was suggested fo Peter that the land may be suitable for a golf course. Planning permission
was applied for, and quickly granted.

Golf architect, M. E. Lawrence of Pinner, Middlesex, was called in. A demanding 9 hole ####
yards, (over 18 holes) par 72 course was laid out in record time and what was once just rolling
meadowland is now a fine a test of golf as one can wish to find.

A wide stream, meandering across the course has been incorporated to form a natural water
hazard and eight of the nine holes are cleverly bunkered. The first hole an uphill par 3 is only 2
yards short of a par 4!




Alongside the massive first tee, a 400 year old barn has been expertly converted into an impressive
and spacious clubhouse. With the original oak beams and stone walls being retained in their original
state, a large open fireplace added and period style furniture, the whole building has been given an
atmosphere of real old world charm. On to this and in the same mould, has been added a large
restaurant which, having been granted a supper license, is open during the evenings to non-
members. Outside a large balcony, running the width of the building, is used during summer months
for mouth-watering barbeques.

Named The Greenmeadows Golf Club (taken from the farm it once belonged. The whole complex
is a credit to it's creators. Noft surprisingly, applications for membership poured in. At this stage Tome
and Peter, being non-golfers, decided someone with a knowledge of golf was needed on the
board. Local bookmaker Derek Pugh, a past captain of Lianwern Golf Club and former chairman of
the Gwent Golfing Union, came in as a sleeping partner, and his son-in-law David Edwards, a
chartered accountant as a full director.

Realising that the majority of people applying for membership would be raw-beginners to the game,
it was decided to adopt a unique pay-as-you-play subscription system. A down-payment of £25
followed by 70p for each round played (£1.15 on weekends) was agreed upon.

As Derek, now the club president, explained to me “This method of payment was adopted to
alleviate what would have seen most members having also to buy golf equipment an expensive
initial outlay. Whether we continue with this system in the future was yet to be decided.

Openedin 1979, just 18 months after work, Greenmeadows now boasts a full membership of 450
including 50 ladies and 35 juniors. Although, on the whole, full of beginners, there is no doubt that
the tradition of golf is being maintained.

Etiquette is of the highest order (Even more so than some long established clubs I've visited).
Competition is keen and already handicaps are tumbling. So impressed were the powers who
confrol Welsh Golf that within the four months of opening, the club became fully affiliated to both
the Welsh and County of Gwent Golfing unions. That, in itself, must surely be a record?

A full time professional, twenty four year old Richard Brown, formerly assistant to Stuart Brown the
well-known Tewkesbury Park professional has now been appointed and as can be imagined he’s at
every members beck and call for advice, but | must say he appears to be enjoying his job. As he
fold me “At a new club, such as this, one must be prepared to work harder than normal. |intend to
do just that.”

Greenmeadows has now put Cwmbran on the golfing map and the town can feel justly proud of
the club’s existence.

Visitors are welcome and with the green fees just £2.50 weekdays (£3.50 weekends) it's well worth a
visit.

J. Pinner

Thank you Neil, T hope our members get as much enjoyment reading that article as I did.



Recent Club Competition Results

Saturday 16™ April - Club Stableford

1s*  Dale Jones (40 Points)
2" Ian Lippiatt (38 Points)

Sunday 17™ April - Club 100 Shield

1" Greg Simmonds (39 Points)
2" Andrew Emery (38 Points)

Saturday 237 April - 2 Man Texas Scramble

1" Brett Samuel & Ian Lippiatt (Net 57)
2" James Dury & Joel Christensen (Net 60)

Sunday 24™ April - Club Strokeplay

1st  Richard Walden (Net 68)
2" Gareth Gardener (Net 69)

Saturday 30™ April - Monthly Medal 1

1st Chris Williams (Net 65, and Division 1 winner)
2" Gareth Gardener (Net 66)

37 Joel Christensen (Net 67 and Division 2 winner)

Sunday 15" May - Club Stableford

1" Darren Parry (42 Points)
2" Alex Morgan (40 Points)

Saturday 7™ May - Colin Hill Cup

1s*  Phil D Gardener (45 Points)
2" Owain Worsfold (40 Points)



Sunday 8™ May - Club Strokeplay

1st  Adrian Erasmus (Net 69)
2" Delme Clark (Net 71)

Saturday 14™ May - Monthly Medal 2

1st  Calum Miles (Net 63 and Division 1 winner)
2" John P Reynolds (Net 82 and Division 2 winner)

Sunday 15™ May - Club Stableford

1s*  David Bowden (39 Points)
2" Darren Barnes (38 Points)

Clubnight

Clubnight resumed on the 6™ April and has been well attended by members of the club a weekly
average of 20 players are in attendance. Everyone has been enjoying the social side of the
evening where you get to meet and enjoy 9 holes with members you wouldn't normally do so with.



Ladies Section

County championships went well with a handful of our ladies competing. Chris Morris, Helen
Rogers, Jo Long and Karabo qualified for the second round. Hopefully enter again next year.

Congratulations to Mary and Jo for getting through to the next round of the Daily Mail foursomes.
Fab win against Llanwern on their course. Unfortunately Lost against Woodlakes at home

Thursday 12™ May.

Karabo Gwet won the Cumberwell Park Classic junior open (British Junior Tour)

1s" team -  Away win at Llanishen 4:1
Home win against Bryn Meadows 5:0
Away win against Woodlakes 4:1
Sunday 22" May match home Monmouthshire
2" team - Away win at Cottrell Park 3:2
Sunday 22" May match away at Coed-Y-Mwstwr Golf Club
Coffee Morning Tuesday 24*" May Booking sheet is filling up nicely.

Results of competitions since the season started in April:

Spring Cup - Ceri-Ann Davies
GUW Medal 1 - Lesley Mount joy



GUW Medal 2 - Ceri-Ann Davies

Spring Start - Helen Rogers

GUW Medal 3 and Challenge Bowl qualifier - Joanne Long

GUW Medal 4 and Challenge Bowl qualifier - Patricia Thomas

May stableford and Irene Strong Qualifier - Lesley Mount joy

May stableford - Judy Cotton

Dorothy Meacocks Foursomes Qualifier - Ceri-Ann Davies & Terri French

Seniors Section

Greenmeadow Seniors is open to all members of the club over 55 years of age. The Seniors is an
active society with regular 12-hole competitions every Tuesday and Thursday mornings between
08.00 and 09.30 throughout the year.

There is no need fo book a tee-time, just pitch up and add your name to the playing sheet on the
seniors notice board outside the men's changing room, then go and join your 4-ball.

In addition to the regular Tuesday Strokeplay and Thursday Stableford competitions the past
month has featured the following events:

Ron Neal Shield: Winner Brian Sully: Runner-up Dave Eaton
Sid Davies Glass: Winner Griff Williams; Runner-up Mark Hennessey
Lyn Richardson Tray: Winner Gary Taylor; Runner up Terry Lovis

The singles and doubles competitions are under way and the next major compeftitions are:

The Walley Hainsby Shield on 315" May, and the Presidents Day on 9™ June.
The popular annual Seniors v Ladies match is scheduled for 20™ June at 4.30pm.

The Seniors Society Matches held during the past month resulted in defeats against Peterstone
Lakes and Celtic Manor and a Home draw against Pontypool. The return matches start in June
against Celtic Manor and Pontypool.

The Seniors annual 4-day tour to De Vere Wokefield, Reading is scheduled for 12 to 15™
September 2022.



Junior Section
The Junior Academy evenings continue to show positive signs, we are up to 14 new juniors 3 of
which are girls, all players play off the blue tees (marked out on the course where necessary).

All new juniors MUST be accompanied by an adult. Ages range between 7-14 years old.

On Sunday 8™ May we held our first 9-hole Blue tee competition, which was won with an
excellent score by Noah Roberts, Noah has put some cards in ready for his first handicap.

Below are a few images of the new juniors enjoying themselves out on the course.

Away from Greenmeadow, James Palfrey Won the first under 12's Ping Wales golf event of the
season at Mold golf club,

he's off to Scotland soon to play in the US Kids European Championships at The Glen Golf Club,
East Lothian. Where he will be the only Welsh player in his age category against a very strong
international field, we all wish him luck and are proud to have him at our club.



Recent Junior Club Competition Results
Sunday 17™ April - Junior's Alan Miskelly Plate

1" James Dury (Net 67)
2" Lucas Parry (Net 71)

Sunday 24™ April - Junior Stableford

1st  Thomas Clark (39 Points)
2" Lucas Parry (39 Points)

Sunday 15" May - Junior Stableford

1" Cody Jones (43 Points)
2" Lucas Parry (34 Points)

Sunday 8™ May - Juniors Xanadu Cup

1st  Patrick Walker (35 Points)
2" Cody Jones (31 Points

Sunday 15™ May - Junior Stableford

1" Lucas Parry (28 Points)
2" Thomas Clark (24 Points)



League Golf and Greenmeadow Teams

We have Teams in various leagues that cater for a wide variety of golfing ability.

Our Men's section field 4 Teams in the Gwent League. Any single figure golfers who think they
would like to represent the Club in the Gwent League please speak to Nigel in the Pro Shop.

Below is a table constructed by our very own Handicap Secretary John Woods, to record

results and fixtures for our 4 Teams in the league. (Results in as at the 11" May)

Week 1
Week 2
Week 3
Week 4
Week 5
Week 6
Week 7
Week 8
Week 9
Week 10
Week 11
Week 12
Week 13

1st Team
PONTYPOOL 1
PONTYPOOL 1

ST MELLONS 1

WEST MON 1
TREDEGAR PARK 1
MONMOUTHSHIRE 1
ST PIERRE 2
NEWPORT 3
NEWPORT 3

ST MELLONS 1

WEST MON 1
TREDEGAR PARK 1
MONMOUTHSHIRE 1

Won 3-2

2nd Team
WOODLAKE PARK 2 Won 3.5-1.5
WOODLAKE PARK 2
PONTNEWYDD 2
NEWPORT 5
PONTNEWYDD 1
ST PIERRE 3

CELTIC MANOR 3
WEST MON 3
WEST MON 3
PONTNEWYDD 2
NEWPORT 5
PONTNEWYDD 1
ST PIERRE 3

3rd Team
GREENMEADOW 4
GREENMEADOW 4
BRYN MEADOWS 2
CELTIC MANOR 4
TREDEGAR & RHYMNEY
BLACKWOOD 2
PETERSTONE LAKES
PARC 3

BRYN MEADOWS 2
CELTIC MANOR 4
TREDEGAR & RHYMNEY
BLACKWOOD 2
PETERSTONE LAKES

Won 4-1

Halved

4th Team
GREENMEADOW 3
GREENMEADOW 3
PARC 3

TREDEGAR & RHYMNEY
BLACKWOOD 2

CELTIC MANOR 4

BRYN MEADOWS 2
PETERSTONE LAKES
PARC 3

TREDEGAR & RHYMNEY
BLACKWOOD 2

CELTIC MANOR 4

BRYN MEADOWS 2

Lost1-4
Halved

Week 14 vrs = ST PIERRE 2 CELTIC MANOR 3 PARC 3 PETERSTONE LAKES

Our Ladies field 2 Teams in the Monmouthshire Ladies League, and ladies interested in playing
please speak to the Ladies Captain, Ceri-Anne Davies. (Their results are shown in the Ladies
section report)

We also field a Wayfarers Team for those with a playing handicap off the whites from 10 to 18
who play in the Wayfarers League. The format for this League is 5 pairs playing Greensomes
Foursomes, anyone interested in playing please ask in the shop.

Unfortunately, in the two matches already played this season they were unsuccessful and have
been beaten on both occasions 3 - 2.

Last but definitely not least we have a Hallett Team for those with a playing handicap off the
whites above 18 who play in the Hallett League. The format for this League is 5 pairs playing
Straight Foursomes, anyone interested in playing please ask in the shop.

I've been informed that in a Hallett's cup match played on the 9™ May the team beat Creigiau
4-0 and have progressed to the next round.



Greenmeadow G.C.
June Fixtures

(These include Competitions & Club Team Home Matches)

1st Wed Blackwood IT 4™ Team
4th Sat Monthly Medal Strokeplay
5th Sun Club Competition Stableford
6™ Mon Celtic Manor 11:00 Seniors
gth Wed Blackwood IT 3rd Team
gth Thur | Monmouthshire T 15" Team
11th Sat Presidents Day Stableford
12th Sun County Handicap Team Qualifier Strokeplay
13 Mon Glamorganshire 4 Ladies 2"
13th Mon Glamorganshire Halletts
14th Tue Celtic Manor IIT 2" Team
16™ Thur Brynmeadows IT 4™ Team
17'h Fri St Mellons Wayfarers
18th Sat Memorial Trophy Strokeplay
19th Sun Club Competition Stableford
20t Mon Seniors V's Ladies

215t Tue West Mon IIT 2" Team
22 Wed Parc ITI 3rd Team
24 Fri Llantrisant Wayfarers
25t Sat 4 Ball Better Ball Open Day Stableford
26 Sun Club Competition Strokeplay
26 Sun Woodlake Park Ladies 15
27 Mon Cottrell Park Ladies 2nd
28™ Tue Gert Bradshaw 16.30
30™ Thur | Newport III 15" Team




Fixtures to Note

Peter Richarodson
Menorial Competitlow

MaLn Day - satwd% 2Lth May

Alternative Day for members that cannot play Satwdag
Svu/wla@ 29 May

Individual stableforol
Full Course Handicap; 95% Allowance
Open to ALl Members
Play off Usual Competition Tees
EWC% £5
BoOR Your Owwn Tee This ts Not A Draw
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/Teams of Four\ In aid of Klisitors £25 peh

Bowmaker player
Stableford Members £15
per player
Two bezt zcorxes
holez 1-6 : lunch of ham,
Three bezt zcores SUppOﬂlng egg & chips.

bolez 7-12 (Vegetarian
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TEAM PRIZES OF VOUCHERS:

1°T £200, 2™° £100 & 3% £40

NB: Visitor's Headicep Certificates reguired for receipt of prizes

Hole in One prizes on the 5* & 13" Tee is
£10,000 & £15,000




Captain’'s Away Day

Saturday 2314 July 2022

Cradoc Golf Club
£55
e Includes Coach Travel

e Coffee & Bacon roll &

e 18 holes of Golf 5
e 2 course medl il

Pick up will be at Greenmeadow Golf club at 08:00
A deposit of £30 will be required by April 29th 2022
Full Payment by Saturday 16t July 2022

For further information speak with Martyn Palfrey



Greenkeepers Corner

Our Greenkeepers are still working hard to keep the course in prime condition for us the club
members, and visitors alike.

Keeping the course in an ideal condition has never been an easy task, and recent challenges such
as issues with irrigation and supply of cutting blades for the mowers have hampered our efforts
o provide you with the level of quality on the course you are all used to.

We are aware of an issue with the starting clock on the first tee, and aim to get this resolved
as soon as possible.

We have listened to you, our golfers and have emphasized Hazard area’s with red posts, on the
3rd & 5™ Holes, and have also spray marked out areas considered as GUR areas on the 5™ and
10™ Holes.

There is still an issue whereas golfers are not raking bunkers after they have played out of
them, could we please ask all players to return the bunkers to a condition you would like to find
them once you have played out.



